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The dissolved O2 concentration in the 
ocean is, on average, 162 μmol kg–1(or 
roughly 5.05 mg L–1) with levels: 

i) above 500 μmol kg–1 in super-
saturated productive Antarctic waters, 

ii) close to zero in some coastal sediments, 
and 

iii) permanently anoxic in deep habitats of 
isolated water bodies, namely the Black 
Sea and the Cariaco Basin
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Hypoxic areas (low oxygen 
levels) are widespread and 
comprise about 5% of global 
ocean volume. Included in 
these areas are the massive 
Oxygen Minimum Zones 
(OMZs), usually between 100 
and 900 m deep in both the 
Eastern Atlantic and Pacific 
tropical oceans.
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MOVIE – A Breathless Ocean

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=chp3rtJLJtk
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Our recent study shows that 
hypoxia effects are more 
deleterious than those 
predicted for future warming 
and acidification

(pdf available in the folder) 
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